An investigation of the immunosuppressive effects of niridazole and metronidazole in rat and baboon heterotopic cardiac allograft models.
Niridazole alone (at 50 mg/kg/day) and particularly in combination with azathioprine and prednisolone showed potent immunosuppressive activity, far surpassing that produced by conventional agents, in the rat heterotopic cardiac allograft model. Benzoylmetronidazole or metronidazole (at 50 mg/kg/day) either alone or in combination with azathioprine and prednisolone demonstrated little immunosuppressive activity. The potent immunosuppression obtained with niridazole in the rat could not be reproduced in the baboon heterotopic cardiac allograft model in the doses used; niridazole at 50 mg/kg/day seems to be toxic in this animal.